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Michael Lidgard 
United States EPA Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, OWW-130 
Seattle, Washington 98101 

Dear Mr. Lidgard: 

Please find attached the first in a series of NPDES permit applications for various 
components associated with the Chuitna Coal Project.  This application is for discharges 
associated with the Ladd Landing Development.  Ladd Landing Development consists of two 
components: the Ladd Coal Export Terminal and Ladd Logistics Center.  Discharges from the 
Ladd Landing Development will include effluent from the following sources: 

 
(1) Coal storage runoff; 
(2) Facility storm water runoff; and 
(3) Equipment washdown wastewater. 

With the exception of storm water, the above-described waters will be routed through sediment 
ponds and ultimately discharged from one of two outfalls into Cook Inlet.  Sanitary waste will 
not be covered under this permit, as it will be discharged into a septic system/leach field under 
State oversight.   

The Ladd Landing Development was a component of the Diamond Chuitna Coal Project 
previously permitted in 1990 and considered in an Environmental Impact Statement ("EIS") 
prepared at that time. 

Based on past surface water quality monitoring results, ambient concentrations of certain 
metals in surface waters near Ladd may warrant an "intake credit" pursuant to EPA's regulations.  
Additional monitoring will be undertaken to specifically characterize surface waters and storm 
water runoff at the site.  We will apprise EPA of these results when they become available. 

 

As you will note, Attachment B to the application requests a waiver pursuant to 40 C.F.R. 
¤ 122.21(k)(i) for reporting concentrations of the following two parameters: 

 
(1) Biochemical Oxygen Demand ("BOD"); and 
(2) Chemical Oxygen Demand ("COD"). 
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As explained in Attachment B, the discharges to be covered under this permit will not elevate 
either BOD or COD.  These two parameters are therefore not relevant to characterizing the 
discharge effluent or establishing monitoring requirements under the permit.  We therefore 
request a waiver for reporting estimates of maximum and average daily values for BOD and 
COD. 

 
We are enclosing certifications for both Form 1 and Form 2D as a PDF.  The pages with 

original signatures will follow in a few days and can be substituted in your files at that time.   
 

As mentioned last week when we met with EPA, an NPDES application for discharges at 
the Chuitna Coal Mine will be submitted on March 17, 2006.  We are hopeful that, based on this 
application for the Ladd Landing Development and the imminent filing of a NPDES permit for 
the Chuitna Coal Mine, EPA is in a position to initiate the process for supplementing the 1990 
EIS. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Robert B. Stiles 
 
cc: Cindi Godsey, EPA (w/encs.) 

Luke Boles, ADEC (w/encs.) 


